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"Rodney Lavalli e, [

here are many people in the world confused about

their identity, including believers in the church
who don't understand who they are in Christ. There are
commercials about the importance of our identities and
how we need to protect them, especially in this world
today. There are many thieves trying to steal our
identities, and the whole reason is to steal what we have
and what we have worked hard to achieve. They want to
rob us of who we are, and that's exactly what Satan
wants to do to us.

The Bible tells us that Satan is a thief and comes to
steal from us. (John 10:10). He wants to steal our
identity and who we should be identifying ourselves

with, Jesus Christ. So it's important that we understand

these next few things when it comes to our identity.

In Genesis, we see how Satan has always wanted to

steal manods cr eat e d-28; -Red)
God's original intent for man was that he would know
Him personally and know his unique purpose on earth,
and to always identify himself with the One who
created him. He would have a divine relationship and
fellowship with God.

At creation, man was divinely made to have a
relationship with God, but we all know what happens
when man thinks he doesn't need God. Life falls apart
and man becomes his own worst enemy. In Genesis 3,
we find the story of the serpent, who is Satan himself,
who comes along and deceives Eve with lies and
ultimately causes the fall of man from God's original
purpose. Remember in the beginning, it says that God
put man in the Garden and when we read Genesis 3:8
10,23-24 we find Adam, who originally identified
himself with God, now not identifying himself with God

in this fallen state. He finds himself hiding and
separated from his original purpose in the Garden with
God. When man looses sight of his God given purpose

and the reason he was created, he looses sight of who

he is. He spends hours wasting time, full of pain and
guilt from not walking in what God has for him.

Here's just a few more examples of men in the
scriptures who got side tracked from what they were
being called to do. We find a young man, Gideon, who
did not know who he was created to be until the Lord

Who in dhe Worle are You?

MALA
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told him who he was. He said, "I am the least in my
clan,” but God saw a man of valor. Jeremiah saw
himself as too young and just a child, but God saw a
great prophet ready to speak what God had originally
purposed for his life.

No one, not even Satan himself, can stop Gods
divine purpose for our lives when we realize
our true identity in Christ.

So now ask yourself, who are you willing to identify
yourself with? Don't let Satan or others determine your
identity based on your past, but let God show you His
original purpose and who you were created to be.

Whenever Jesus was questioned, He always
identified Himself with His Heavenly Father.

John 10: 30, 33 AThe Fat her
ty (Genesis 1: 26

Until we fully surrender ourselves to Christ and make a
practice of prayer, studying the Word and seeking the
Holy Spirit for a revelation of Jesus and who we were
created to be, we will struggle knowing who we are. It is
impossible to find your identity in the world. The truth
is, a person will never find out their true identity until
they surrender to Christ. He is the maker of all.
(Colossians 1:1617) If we would begin to believe this,
we would have no need to be looking to anyone or
anything in this world to find our identity. The Bible
tells those who are born
the Rock that the gates of hell cannot stop. (Matthew
16:18) We are more then conquers. (Romans 8:37) We
are overcomes of this world and Satan. (1 John 5:4,5; 1
John 2:13; Isaiah 54:17). We are New Creations and
this is one of the most important things for a New
believer to know and realize. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he iS] a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things
are become new.
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Top Right: Smiling faces of the childrefap Left:

Phillip Crauswell grills hundreds of hotdogs for the
festivitiesLeft: Johnny Hughes distributes items from the
IMNA trailer to community residents.




Choctaw Iindians

Above and left: Scenes from the Bogue Chitto
community outreach in Mississippi. Painting the «
terior of the Pentecostal Church of God Indian Mi
sion and then worshiping with them on Sunday
morning.

Below: Diapers, clothing and candy were a big hi
at the afternoon cookout.
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