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By: Johnny K. Hughes

W

ith the fall months quickly passing, I find my
self reflecting back over the last few months and
seeing the hand of God move in mighty ways. Following
the hectic summer schedule, we found ourselves leaning
heavily on God for needed financial provision, and He
began to speak to the hearts of many individuals and we
saw a miracle in our finances. It is always a financial
challenge going into the last quarter of the year. Our
commitment to see hundreds of Native children have a
joyous Christmas is sometimes testing on our faith. We
get challenged with approaching deadlines for the
procurement of gifts and supplies to distribute, as well
as the finances for the delivery of the gifts. God always
comes through and we give Him all the glory.
Since summer we have been very busy with
speaking engagements, mission conferences, revivals
and campmeetings. We had opportunities to speak in
several local churches throughout Georgia, Ohio and
Tennessee, sharing the mission of Indian Ministries of
North America. My wife, Becky, and myself had a
wonderful time of resting and being ministered to by the
Princeton Pike Church of God in Hamilton, Ohio. This
has become one of the highlights of our year. Pastor
Barry Clardy and the entire missions committee
welcome us and all the other missionaries each year to
bless us and challenge us to keep “Operation Great
Commission” going strong. We also had the privilege to
address the congregation at the Solid Rock Church in
Monroe, Ohio, under the leadership of Pastor Darlene
Bishop and her son, Lawerence, Jr. We are very excited
about upcoming events being planned for 2013 with the
Solid Rock family.
Early in October, we participated in Perry
Stone’s Main Event Campmeeting at Abba’s House in
Hixson, Tennessee. It is always a joy to see our friends
stopping by the IMNA table to catch up on the past year.
Perry and all the other speakers challenged us to
continue moving forward and keep fighting till the very
end. In these last days, before the return of our Savior,
we must go faster, push harder and lean heavier on our
Father in Heaven to bring in the harvest at any cost.
Voice of Evangelism and the Perry Stone Ministries

have become a vital part of the mission for IMNA.
Together we are seeing a Kingdom impact on the youth
of America.
The end of October found us on the Pine Ridge
Reservation in South Dakota. We traveled there to
deliver a shipment of donated bunk beds to the Wings as
Eagles Ministries Dream Center. These will be used in
the bunkhouse being constructed in the spring of 2013.
This partner ministry is under the direction of Lori
McAfee and her husband, Gary. They have been
ministering for many years with the Lakota of Pine
Ridge, the Blackfeet in Montana and the Shoshone and
Arapaho of the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming.
We are looking forward to projects together with
WAEM during 2013.
IMNA teams just returned from the Mississippi
Band of Choctaw Reservation. We conducted services at
the tribal amphitheater with our guest speaker/musician,
Chris Allen from Cleveland, TN. Chris is from the
Lumbee tribe in Eastern North Carolina. We were also
blessed by the teaching of David Gale from Vicksburg,
Mississippi who will be assisting periodically with the
monthly Warriors of the Word Bible Training Institute.
Continue to pray for the final months of 2012
and for 2013. We have exciting and challenging times
ahead, but remember, “Together We Can.”

Chris Allen, left, and Pastor Thomas Ben outside the
Spirit of Life Christian Center in Choctaw, Mississippi

This fall marks my fifth semester teaching
the Native North American Indians course at
Northern Kentucky University. Every year, I am
shocked how little students know about America’s
First Peoples. As I migrate from the Northwest
Coast to the Southeast, students are amazed of the
rich heritage of each indigenous culture area we
explore.
I appreciate Johnny and the Indian
Ministries of North America because they value
the cultural expressions of the Native people with
whom they work and encourage Indians to be who
they were born to be: Cherokee, Choctaw,
Cheyenne, Lakota, and the list continues. We
must understand the body of Christ is a
multicultural organism—it can only function the
way it was designed, that is, with all its parts
working together to form a whole.
Rev. Dr.
Randy Woodley, a Keetoowah Cherokee, stated

“…you [the church body] need us [Native people]
more than you realize. We are a part of the body
you shouldn’t ignore. We have special giftings
and understandings without which, the Scripture
says, you are incomplete.”* IMNA has a special
anointing to tap into these gifts of Native peoples,
especially among the youth who are suffering on
many fronts. It is my desire to see more lives
changed for the Glory of God in the context of
cultural continuity.
Pastor Tommy Bates, my sister, Ashley,
another minister from Community Family Church,
Leslie Kittle, and I had the opportunity to minister
on the Crow Indian reservation for their 61st
annual camp meeting. Many lives were touched
for the glory of God. Hundreds of people gathered
in and around the tent to hear the timeless message
of Jesus Christ and many flooded the altars and

were saved, delivered, and healed. My adopted
Crow mother, Melissa Falls Down, and her family
continue the legacy of her father, Harold Carpenter,
who helped spread the Pentecostal message/
experience to the Crow people in the 1950s.
Ashley, Leslie, and I headed cross-country
to western Montana to the Blackfeet Indian
reservation for youth revival services. Several
youth who had never heard the message of Jesus
(and had never been to church) received salvation.
It is on the Blackfeet reservation where I am
currently conducting fieldwork for my Ph.D.
dissertation, which explores the influence of

Pentecostalism on the reservation. When the
project is complete, I hope to give the Pentecostal
Blackfeet a gift of documenting the early years of
the Pentecostal movement among their people.
And it’s always a pleasure to enjoy the breathtaking
views of Glacier National Park during the summer
season.
Visit our church’s YouTube link and
watch a video covering our trip at
www.youtube.com/user/communityfamchurchky
Community Family Church and Tommy
Bates Ministries are proud supporters of IMNA.
Please continue to bless this ministry with your
love, prayers, and financial support.

*Woodley, Randy.
2009 What Are the Key Justice Issues for Native Peoples in the U.S? In McLaren, Brian, Padilla,
Elisa, and Seeber, Ashley Bunting (eds.) The Justice Project. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books.

Hundreds of
Crow Nation
members gather
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Eric Bates meets and
prays with tribal
members throughout
Montana.

Story By:
Eric Bates
Community
Family Church,
Independence, KY

The following information is compiled from historical accounts
o f t he N at i ck Peo pl e f ro m t he i r w e bsi t e:
natickprayingindians.org, and from the personal accounts of
Wade Trump, a Missionary / Encourager to the Indigenous of
America. While on a recent visit with Chief Anne Richardson of
the Rappahannock tribe of Virginia, I had the opportunity to
meet Trump and hear his heart for the Native people of
America. The story he shared with me about the Natick People
and their rise from defeat to victory was one that I wanted to
share with our partners.
Johnny K. Hughes, IMNA

I

n 1631, Reverend John Eliot left England and arrived in
Boston, Massachusetts where he preached at the
Roxbury Church. Eliot learned the language of the local
Native Americans and began to preach to them. On
October 28, 1646, Eliot preached to the Massachusett
Tribal Sachem Waban, who converted and his people
became followers of the Christian path.
In 1651 by order of the Massachusetts General
Court, Natick was established as the first praying Indian
village. The place was set apart as a place for Waban and
the Praying Indians to worship in peace, unmolested by the
colonists and the surrounding disagreeable Native
tribes. In the beginning there were 51 inhabitants of the
Natick Praying Indian Village which was the first Christian
town in the country. Natick means “Place of Searching”
and is the “Mother Village” of what would become 14
total Praying Indian Towns.
Reverend Eliot was loved by the new Christian
native people and became known to all men as the “Apostle
to the Indians.” Natick is home of the first Praying Indian
Church (present day Eliot Church of South Natick,
MA). It was the only church to call its members to prayer
service by its drum. Thus begins one of the greatest
linguistic feats in history… the translation of the Bible.
The first Bible printed in America would be in the
Massachusett-Natick language. In 1661, at Harvard
University in Cambridge, Rev. Eliot, aided by three
members of the Massachusett Indian Tribe, translated the
New Testament. The Bible was completed in 1663. It
must be understood that the Indian language was
completely oral. Eliot did not have a key and worked alone
on this task with the Native brethren. Eliot needed to
understand Native words and their meanings. The Natives
needed to understand him.

The Natick Praying Indian Church was burned down
several times. Today it stands in the same spot as The
Eliot Church of South Natick.

In the winter of 1675, fueled by fears of King Phillip
(Metacom), mighty Wampanoag Chief, the colonist
removed the Natick Praying Indians to Deer Island. At
midnight in the month of October, holding their Bibles
and with Eliot seeking to comfort them, they were taken
to Deer Island in Boston Harbor where they were
confined. The first Praying Indian Village of Natick
suffered severely. Abandoned by their colonial Christian
brethren, the Natick Praying Indians were left
unprotected on the frigid Island. A month later two other
Praying Indian Villages were added to the tragic
confinement from 1675-1676.
By this time the other villages received news of
the imprisonment and either fled or joined Metacom,
Wompanoag Chief known as King Phillip by the colonist
for is military prowess. Natives captured were also
placed on Long Island in Boston Harbor. However
through little clothing, starvation and enforced
deprivation such as being forbidden to light fires, hunt
game or build shelters, most lives were lost. The young,
the old, the pregnant and the weak could not
survive. Most of the Indians died of cold and starvation.
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Warriors of the Word
Choctaw Bible Institute
Pearl River, Mississippi
November 2 - 4

Church of the Lamb
Morning Service
Snowbird, NC
November 18

Warriors of the Word
Choctaw Bible Institute
Pearl River, Mississippi
December 7 - 8

New Hope Baptist Church
Morning Service
Blairsville, GA
November 11

Grace Point Ministry Center
Christmas Celebration
Hammon, Oklahoma
November 28 - December 1

Christmas Celebrations
Cherokee and Choctaw
NC and MS
Dates TBA

WNC Powerfest 12
COG Campground
Whittier, NC
November 16 & 17

Southwest Indian Ministries
SW Christmas Outreaches
Arizona and New Mexico
December 2 - 9

New Year’s Revival
Choctaw Tribal Center
Choctaw, Mississippi
January 2 - 5, 2013
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